
CareNotes
For the Family and Friends of Lincolnshire Church of the Brethren
Continuing the work of Jesus Peacefully Simply Together

At the table
with our Lord

World Communion Sunday,
October 1, is a very special day.
Christians around the world
will join together at the Lord’s
Table to partake of the sacra-
ment.  And consider what an
amazing table the Lord’s Table

is!  In a sense it stretches around the whole earth.
Catholic Christians, Coptic Christians, Orthodox
Christians, Reformed Christians, Lutheran Christians,
Baptist Christians, Anglican Christians, Methodist
Christians, Evangelical Christians and our own
Brethren Christians.

Christians who worship in churches bearing names
we may never have heard of, will gather in their places
of worship and do what Christ asked his friends to do:
Remember Him!

As we gather as Christ’s family, remember also
that we are brothers and sisters in Christ with all Chris-
tians around the world.  Come join us at the table as we
share the bread and cup during worship service on Oc-
tober 1.

Over eight million people
learn of Lincolnshire carry-ins!

The “American Profile” magazine, a
Sunday newspaper supplement with a cir-
culation of over 8 million, featured a
write-up on church socials and/or potlucks
around the country.  Included in the pro-
files of various churches was Lincolnshire!
It read as follows:

“Potluck gatherings are held at least
once a month at Lincolnshire Church of the
Brethren in Fort Wayne, IN.  Nearly 150
people feast on delectable homemade
casseroles featuring chicken with rice, po-
tato, beef and vegetable varieties; fried
chicken, meatloaf and beef and noodles.
It’s hard to believe one would have room
for dessert after such an offering, but save
room, you must.  Fruit, custard and pud-
ding pies will tempt you alongside cakes,
cookies, brownies and candy.”

Churches in Tennessee, Florida, Ala-
bama, and other locations were also
included in the article.  The supplement is
on the bulletin board outside the kitchen if
you would like to see it.

Lincolnshire quote from “Meet Me at
the Social”

By RubinMedia.

Rubin is a publicist working in Nash-
ville, TN.  She primarily writes publicity
for country singers but ventures into
commercial markets at times.  The church
social write-up was done for Campbell
Soups.  The Loutsenhizers met her while
vacationing last year.  When she mentioned
that she was researching church potlucks,
we gladly volunteered information on
Lincolnshire’s fabulous meals provided by
our own fabulous cooks!

October 7th is Camp Mack Festival!

A day of family fun awaits you on Saturday,
Oct. 7th.  Entertainment galore, kids’ activities, an ex-
citing auction and plenty of good food are the order of
the day.  Activities begin at 9:00 a.m. and conclude at
4:00 p.m.

There are train rides, pontoon rides, and
hayrides for adults and kids.  For your musical enter-
tainment there are guitarists, a Dulcimer group, praise
bands and hand bells.  Kids can come to the North
Pole and play reindeer games and make crafts.
Lincolnshire will have a big kettle of stew simmering
over an open fire and other churches will also offer
succulent treats to tantalize your taste buds.  All pro-
ceeds help provide camper scholarships and landscap-
ing equipment needed for grounds upkeep.  PLAN TO
ATTEND!
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Our prayers of sympathy to Gladys Squires upon the
death of her sister, Mabel McCoy.  She was a member of
the Blue River Church of the Brethren.

Prayers for healing are asked for Marge Crill Scott as
she recovers at home from recent eye surgery.

Marty Kaylor asks for healing prayers for Sharon
Saeger who is recovering from by-pass and valve replace-
ment heart surgery.  Sharon is a member of the quilting
group at Camp Mack.

Monabelle Terrell’s grandson’s girlfriend, Shawn
Eckert, was in a bad car accident.  Prayers are asked for
her recovery.

Traci Wilson joyfully reports that her grandfather is
now home and doing well.  She expresses her appreciation
for the prayers of the Lincolnshire family.

Steve Goodmiller had a surgical procedure done on his
finger on September 11th.  He is home, recovering, and
asks for prayers for quick healing.

Louise Fultz, our beloved and oldest
member, has cancer that has invaded three
parts of her body. With her usual sunny,
positive attitude, she says that she will  “just
live each day as normal, enjoying everything
God has given me.”  We, as the body of
Christ, will walk each day with her, sur-
rounding her with our love and our prayers.

Remember our homebound with words of
cheer wrapped in warmest wishes and loving
prayers…..

John and Marcile Welborn
John Matthews
Steve Goodmiller

“……….pray for one another, so that you may
be healed.  The prayer of the righteous is powerful
and effective”James 5:16

As we anticipate physical changes coming  to the
chancel area, and many other changes, it occurs to
some people that we did not start with nothing.
Those that have gone before us have helped build
and develop what we have now.

What we have did not appear overnight. We
have been talking to people in the Altruist class
about their past activities in the church.  They have
served many years for the benefit of the
Lincolnshire congregation.

Jane Baker has been active in Women’s Fellow-
ship & served on Property Management Commis-
sion. Gerald Baker has done numerous
woodworking and painting projects. Muriel Bower
has sung in church services and played hand bells.
Cris Burgette has shared her gift of playing piano
for over 55 years. Chet Burgette served on the
church building committee and taught Sunday
school. Marie Clark has been involved in Women’s
Fellowship, Women’s Bible Study Group, funeral
dinners, and prepared meat for Communion.
Harlan Dietzel has done woodworking, Property

Management, and taught Jr. Highs. Mildred Dietzel
served as church secretary and Christian Education
Director. Louise Fultz sang in the church choir, is
active in Women’s Fellowship & was a deacon. Roy
Gilmer has taught Sunday school and assisted with
visitation. Alberta Matthews has shared artwork
and readings. Glenn Mulligan taught Sunday school
and served as Minister of Visitation and church
moderator. Maxine Mulligan has done the support-
ing role of a pastor’s wife. Alvada Snyder was a
Sunday school teacher. Gladys Squires did beautiful
needle craft  on the alter cloths. Jean Wolf was a
children’s Sunday school teacher and now teaches
adults. Marcile Welborn was active in Women’s
ministries, including the district level.

And these people are continuing to serve, as we
all are. The church is a kaleidoscope of many types
of people serving as we can. And on it goes. Each
Sunday new paragraphs are written, and another
step is taken in your spiritual journey. When you
come in the front door, you walk past the corner-
stone dated 1957, there is no ending date.

GIFTS
From the
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From the editor………..

Articles and information for
CareNotes need to be submitted by
the third Sunday of each month in
order to appear in the coming
month’s issue.  Items can be
e-mailed tosarar@earthlink.net or
handed in on Sunday mornings.  It is
helpful if articles are written out, in-
cluding dates, times, etc.

Information for Refrigerator News
needs to be submitted by or on
Sunday in order to appear in the

coming week’s issue.  Space is limited in R.N. so make articles brief
but informative.

Thanks for your help! -Sara L.

The Buzz:  Cupholders!

At Eagle Brook Church in Lino Lakes, Min-
nesota, the new auditorium will feature theatre
style cupholders.  “Coffee is such a part of our
church culture,” director of operations Scott
Anderson said. “If they’re gonna bring it in,
they need a place to put it.  It was a logical deci-
sion.”

The local press has speculated that the
coffee shop culture is a major reason Eagle
Brook has become the largest church in the
state.  “To them, it doesn’t seem very spiritual,”
Anderson said.

“But we’re used to change and doing things
that are off the wall.”  You can’t underestimate
the value of energy and buzz.  Those things
bring people through the door.

-Leadership, Summer 2006 edition

Closing question by CareNotes editor.

Do we need to incorporate “do-
nut holders” into our sanctuary
make over as well????

Matthew Christian Thomas is dedicated.

On Sunday, September 17th, little Matthew Christian
Thomas walked down the aisle holding tightly to mommy
and daddy’s hands as he made his way to Pastor Jeremy to
be dedicated.  And that is one long, long trip for a little one
year old to walk!  Then resting in the arms of his devoted
parents, Kevin and Bekah Thomas, he was officially wel-
comed into his family of faith where he will grow up sur-
rounded by love and where he will learn loyalty and obedi-
ence to Christ.

A birthday party to celebrate his September 15th birth -
day was held that afternoon at the church.  Surrounded by
his family and friends, he was the center of attention, enjoy-
ing his first birthday cake, getting his picture taken, check-
ing out all his neat presents and just being his sweet little
self.  Happy Birthday, Matthew Christian!

Emery Kintner 03
Danielle Bradtmiller 04
Bryce Stover 07
Cheryl Leverton 08
David Bell 09
Monie Harley Young 11
Sharon Baker 12
Barbara Faulkner 13
Matthew Bell 14
Helen Eshleman 18

Stan Gorom, III 18
Harold Mowan 18
Alan Tripp 19
Robin La Rue 22
Holly Sprunger 23
Amanda Talamantez 29
Grace Howard 30
Devin Wade 30
LuAnne Kurschwitz 31

Harlan & Mildred Dietzel 05
John & Alberta Matthews 06
John & Amy Kolb 07
Marc & Rebecca Tholen 13
Tom & Betty Dawson 14

October Birthdays

October Anniversaries
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She writes:

Thanks SO MUCH to those of you who took the time to
send me a brief note.  After enduring the seemingly endless
frustration to get online, it’s better than Christmas to find
some personal notes from home! I do not have a VBS session
this week, so I thought I’d tell you how an ordinary day goes
for me during the “down” time.

The first event of the day comes at around 1:00 a.m. when
the dogs, all together and all of a sudden, begin to howl.  It’s a
frightening sound the first time you hear it!  The howling and
barking can carry on anywhere from 30 to 90 minutes.  I’ve
asked several folks about the cause of this mass dog hysteria
and they all have given me the same response.  The dogs are
barking at “spirits” that they can see but are invisible to the
human eye.  When the howling dies down, it usually takes me
a while to fall back asleep.  Sometime around 5:30 I usually
fall asleep.  I sleep well until about 7:00 when I get up.

My first waking hour is spent gathering water for my
bucket bath.  I head out back with my bucket and go fill up at
the spigot.  Depending on how I feel, I might heat up the wa-
ter.  It’s very uncomfortable to dump cold water on your body
first thing in the morning.....   Then I head indoors to my
shower room and clear it of spiders and roaches.  Then I
bathe, dress, brush my teeth, etc.....Typical morning activi-
ties.

Around 8:00 or 9:00 a young boy shows up at my door
with fresh hot coffee.  He makes it for me himself every
morning and carries it over to me.  I usually will have some-
thing to eat with my coffee.  Sometimes I make eggs.  This is
always a fun adventure.  I learned last year to always break
the eggs one at a time in a separate bowl because you never
know what you’re going to find inside that shell!  The eggs
are unrefrigerated when you purchase them and remain that
way until you use them.  I’ve eaten eggs after they’ve spent 6
days in my hot kitchen!

After breakfast, I usually sit down to read.  Folks stopping
by to visit or ask for aid of some sort frequently interrupt my
reading.  By noon, I’m dripping sweat and ready for another
shower.Which I take.

Some days I have a lady cook for me and some days I cook
for myself. On the days I cook for myself, I have to go to mar-
ket early, as I can’t stand walking around in the heat of the af-
ternoon.  (It’s an outdoor market).  The market is an adventure
and especially interesting is the “meat” section where dead an-
imals are on the butcher block being hacked to pieces with
machetes.  Good luck if you want to try and explain a certain
type of cut! Everything is hacked to pieces.  Chop! Chop!
The meat has to be washed well and disinfected with
limejuice because, well.....  just because.  All those flies and
everything!

We (myself and whoever else happens to be around) usu-
ally eat our big meal of the day around 1:00p.m.  After eating
I clean up and I’m ready for another shower.Which I take.

Sometimes, in the afternoon, I try reading again.  Other
times, I have more pressing matters.  Like today, for example.
Jeremie has been without gas at the pump for over 4 days.  I
have had to buy gas a gallon at a time off street vendors.  I
paid over $10 for my last gallon and the gas you buy this way
is cut with water, making it very bad on your engine.  Today,
the pump finally had gas so I hustled my buns down to the
filling station.  I had to stand in line behind 33

motorcycles!!!  I was the only car looking to buy gas!

Yesterday, the big afternoon adventure was trying to find
water and ice.  I believe an encounter with some bad ice
caused my very nasty gastro distress earlier this week.  I was
assured that the ice situation had improved.

Whatever the afternoon adventure, by 5:00 I’m usually
back home and ready for another shower.Which I take.  It
starts to get dark around 6:30.  By then, there’s not much to do
except sit around and talk with whoever is in the dark next to
you.

By 11:00, I’m taking my final shower of the day.  The next
few hours are spend going to bed and getting up again to sit
on the porch where I might catch a breath of air.  Then going
to bed again, then getting up again......   I usually have just
fallen asleep around 1:00 a.m.......When the dogs begin to
bark...........

A “Typical Day” in Haiti with Marialyn Bazile.

In the month of November, we will be beginning a ser-
mon series about personal baggage.  To illustrate the per-
sonal baggage and inner burdens that people carry, we
would like to decorate the chancel area with all kinds of
baggage: suitcases, luggage, trunks, carrying cases, etc.
While we will accept any kind of baggage, we would espe-
cially love to have older items that are perhaps a bit worn
and have some character!

If you would like to loan your baggage to the church,
just put your name on or in your baggage and drop it off
in the church office anytime in the month of October.  We
will use your baggage to decorate the chancel area
through November 26.

Thanks to everyone in the congregation who loaned
signs for the sermon series “Signs from God!”  A very spe-
cial thanks to James Mitchell and Megan Henderson for
decorating the chancel with the signs donated from the
congregation!

Do you have BAGGAGE?
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Women’s Fellowshipwill learn how to “go
organic” at the October 3 meeting.
Heather Grady, of Procott, is the featured
speaker and is sharing her knowledge of
organics with the group.  They will meet
in the Parlor at 7:00 p.m. with Cheryl
Leverton and Becky Oetting serving as
hostesses.  All women and friends of the
church are invited to attend.

Charis House donations being requested
this month are diapers; sizes 3, 4, 5 and
pull-ups.

Donations can be placed at any time in the
box in the parlor.

Fewer Crashes

Drivers who live close to a church are the safest ones
on the road.  A study from Quality Planning Corp., a risk as-
sessment firm, found that those who live within a mile of a
house of worship are 10 percent less likely to crash than other
drivers.  On the other hand, drivers who live in close proxim-
ity to a restaurant are one third more likely to suffer an auto-
mobile accident.

Commemorative Calendar
for 2007
is in the making.

The Annual Conference Anniversary
Committee is developing a commemorative
calendar featuring 17 contemporary photos of
historical sites.  The September 2007 – De-
cember 2008 calendar includes more than 20
inset photos, sidebars listing significant his-
torical dates, and dates of 300th Anniversary
Celebration events.  Six pages of textual infor-
mation includes the history of other Brethren
bodies, ordinances, interesting Annual Meet-
ing decisions prior to 1884, and Brethren con-
tributions to education and printing.

Women’s Fellowship will have these
calendars available for $5.00 early in 2007.  If
you would like one of these commemorative
calendars, please complete the form in the
Sunday worship bulletins or call the church
office.

CELL PHONES, DESSERT, AND
FAITH: A STUDY OF STEWARDSHIP

In the month of October, we will be doing a congrega-
tion-wide study on the topic of Stewardship!  We encourage you
to come to worship and Sunday School and participate in this
special study.

Do you want to help write a book?Steve Clapp, a member
of Lincolnshire, is writing a book… and he needs your help!  His
book, which will be titled “Cell Phones, Dessert, and Faith,” is
intended to help churches make the connection between faith and
finances.  When you come to worship and Sunday School in the
month of October, not only will you learn more about steward-
ship, but your participation and feedback may be included in the
book when it is published!

Worship schedule:
Sunday October 1: “Beginning with Gratitude.”  Scriptures:

Exodus 16, John 6.  Why is it that people in our society always
seem to complain, and some think they would be happy if they
had “just a little bit more?”  How did God respond to complaint,
and how should we respond to the blessings of God?  We’ll be
sharing communion, and the Fort Wayne Children’s Choir will
be with us in worship!  Jeremy Ashworth preaching.

Sunday October 8:“Owning Nothing.”  Scripture: Matthew
25:14-20.  What exactly is ‘stewardship,’ anyways?  How is this
different from ‘ownership?’  And why does it matter?  Jeremy
Ashworth preaching.

Sunday October 16:“Following the Money (in the Bible).”
Scripture: Luke 8:1-3.  Believe it or not, the Bible contains a tre-
mendous number of financial references: people who picked up
the tab, cooked the books, and paid the bills.  Why are these sto-
ries so easily ignored, and what do they have to do with finances
in our own life?  Jeremy Ashworth preaching.

Sunday October 22:Steve Clapp preaching.

Sunday October 29:“The Rich, the Poor, and Me.”  Scrip-
ture: Matthew 5:1-11.  We tend to judge others by what they
have, and we know that others tend to judge us by what we have.
What does the Bible as a whole say about the poor and the rich?
You might be surprised!

Continued on page 6
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Sunday November 5:“How to Party” Scripture: 1 Corinthians 9:6-15.  Some
people think of Christians as killjoys… but the truth is that God wants us to celebrate and find pleasure!  How does a
lifestyle of stewardship help us find the joy of making a difference?   This Sunday is Commitment Sunday, the day
where we hand in our Intention of Giving Cards in worship!  We’ll also be enjoying some ice cream after the wor-
ship service.

Q&A:
Is this just about money?
This study is about the Biblical principle of “Stewardship.”  Stewardship is about more than just money… it in-

cludes how we develop our natural gifts and abilities, how we care for the earth and natural resources, and more.
But our finances are a major part of what Stewardship is about.

Why talk about Stewardship for five whole weeks?
The world tells us how to use our money 24 hours a day, 7 days a week: internet ads, television commercials,

shopping malls, billboard advertising, social pressure, product placement, government regulations, and more.  The
truth is that the world never stops talking about how we should use our money!  By comparison, five weeks of Bibli-
cal study and honest discussion isn’t all that much.

What if I’m not comfortable talking about money?
Some churches that talk about money do so in a way that can be manipulative, and motivate people to give

money to the church out of guilt.  Prominent religious leaders have taken advantage of people financially, and have
given Christianity a bad name.  And like the topic of sex, the topic of money can make us feel a little uncomfortable
at times.  But if faithful Christians do not talk about how to relate faith and finances, the only people doing so will
be televangelists!

Who is providing leadership for this emphasis?
About every other year, our church does a Stewardship education campaign of some sort.  This is headed by the

Stewardship Commission of the church, which is Marv Loutsenhizer, Stan Gorom, Bill Leverton, John Shull,
Jeremy Ashworth, and Steve Clapp.  This year we are also getting coordination, ideas, and other help from Sara
Clapp and John Snider.

If we’re talking about Stewardship
then I shouldn’t invite any friends to worship, right?
Wrong!  Are you and your friends concerned about the selfishness and materialism you see?  Are your friends

bothered by poverty, both in the world and in our community?  Have you accumulated more “stuff” than you really
need?  For most people, the answer to those questions is “yes.”  The Bible speaks to these things, and we would be
mistaken to assume that unchurched people don’t care about those things.

We’ve held cottage meetings (small group meetings in homes) in the past, will we be doing cottage meetings
again this year?

No.  While cottage meetings are an excellent way to talk about Stewardship, this year we will be meeting to-
gether in Sunday School classes. Turn to page eight to read about the Sunday School classes.

Continued from page 5

August Attendance

August 6 108
August 13 130
August 20 220 (Back to School Sunday)
August 27 122

Total 580 Average attendance: 145
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Cell Phones, Dessert and Faith

That is the title of our month-long stewardship education emphasis in October. It is also the title of a new book
by our Minister of Development, Steve Clapp, which will be the foundation for the study in all our Sunday
school classes in October.

The subtitle of the book and study is: “A Guilt-Free Look at Money and the Spiritual Life.”

We will be exploring together the impact of money on all our lives and searching for a deeper spiritual under-
standing. Everyone is encouraged to attend one of the four classes during the Sunday school hour from 9:00 to
10:00. Classes are:

Special Class for Youth & Adults: Jeremy Ashworth teaching.

Truthseekers: John Snider and Steve Clapp teaching.

Koinonia: Marv Loutsenhizer and Bill McEldowney teaching.

Altruists: Carolyn Egolf teaching.

On the first Sunday, October 1, we invite you to come at 8:45 a.m. to pick up breakfast in the Fellowship Hall on
your way to class!
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From the Pastor…

Construction begins!
As I write this article, major work in the sanctuary has finally begun!  After months of seeking bids, we have our

contractors for the major components of the chancel redesign!

Troutner Construction is the company that will be doing the demolition and construction work.  They will re-
move the fixed pulpit, lectern, modesty fences, and carpet.  They will elevate the sides of the chancel area so that the
sides are on an equal elevation with the center area.  They will also elevate the heating vents to the level of the new
flooring.  They will also remove one pew and extend the sides of the chancel so there is more space on the chancel.
We had hoped that we would be able to modify the current pulpit and lectern so that they could be moved (instead of
being bolted down).  However, this was not advisable due to the fact that both items flared at the top and tapered at
the bottom.  Instead, Troutner will build a beautiful new pulpit and lectern in a “Mission” style designed by Design
Collaborative architectural firm.  Troutner will also build a decorative wooden bulkhead to hide the housing for a re-
tractable projection screen.  (The organ speakers are hidden in much the same way.)  Both the pulpit and lectern and
decorative bulkhead will match the color and design of the small, light-colored wooden beams at the top-center of
the east chancel wall.

Rider Productions, the A/V company that does the sound for the Embassy Theatre and a number of area
churches, will be installing a new sound system and a new projection system.  They will be installing a locking
rolltop desk in the overflow room, which will be placed beside the current sound cabinet and will contain most of
the sound equipment.  They will install an automatically retracting projection screen in the front and center of the
chancel area, hidden behind a decorative bulkhead.  The projector will be out of the way, equipped with a
long-throw lens and mounted on the back wall of the sanctuary (below the current organ speaker).  Speakers will be
installed on some beams in the sanctuary and in the overflow room, so that there is even sound no matter where you
sit.

Design Collaborative, whose offices are located at the Barr Street Market downtown, has been our architectural
firm.  Besides designing the new pulpit, lectern, and decorative bulkhead, they are now working to design mis-
sion-style wooden valances that will eventually be installed above the rectangular stained glass windows.  Not only
will these add to the beauty of the sanctuary, they will also hide manual blinds that can be used to darken windows.
They have also worked with contractors and subcontractors to help coordinate construction work.

How long will this take? Troutner and Rider have said that they expect to be finished in about 4 weeks.  It will
take several more weeks to complete other aspects of the chancel redesign, such as painting, carpeting, upholstery
work, and moving in the new grand piano.  (My best personal guess is that we can be done by the end of November
with this project… but I’ve been wrong before, so don’t tell anyone I told you!)  More information about these other
efforts will be coming soon!

Will we still be able to worship in the sanctuary?Yes.  Obviously things will be under construction, but that
way we’ll be able to see the progress!  In the coming weeks, expect us to use the electronic keyboard more (because
it can be easily moved) and the organ and piano less (since they cannot be easily moved).  In fact the organ will be
living safely in my office while the chancel work is being done, and Margaret Pletcher has offered to serenade me
on the organ while I work.

I would like to give my personal thanks to:

Denise Schwaberow, Herb Tripp, and Fred Schmidt who helped coordinate the professional moving of the organ!

Kevin Thomas and Chris Drudge and all those who stayed after worship on September 17th to remove all items
from the chancel area!

The congregation as a whole for your continued strong  financial and moral support of the Time to Build project!

The Implementation Team: Herb Tripp, Judi Henderson, and Eddy Bazile for their continued excellent work on
this project!  If you have any questions whatsoever, please feel free to contact one of us!

Blessings,
Jeremy


