reNotes

For the Family and Friends of Lincolnshire Church of the Brethr
Continuing the work of Jesus Peacefully Simply Tog

| will keep Christmas
| will keep Christmas in the cold hedgerow,
With red, shining holly and winter snow.

| will keep Christmas far from any town

On the frosted side of the window swept down.

Stars will be candles of sweet silver fire,
Swinging at midnight over tree and spire;
Waves will be booming bells and break the air,
With glory and greeting and winged prayer.

| will keep Christmas alone and away,
Praising the Lord of All on Christmas Day.

- P.A. Ropess
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Prior to my arrival at Lincolnshire |
was asked to teach a worship class
during the January-February break

from your usual class assignments. | gladly
accepted the invitation because worship is such
a vital part of congregational life. | believe
worship is the most important things we do
because it shapes every aspect of our ministry.
Each time we gather to worship we are re -
minded of who we are, whose we are, and the
reason(s) we exist. Typically we offer three
electives during the winter series, but given the
priority | place upon worship, and given my
desire to expose the congregation to a greater
breadth of worship experiences, the Education
and Ministry Commission felt it was important
to introduce you to what | consider the essential
aspects of a vibrant, excellent worship ministry.

Early on during my intern year in 1980
at the Crest Manor Church of the Brethren in
South Bend, my mentor, Paul Robinson passed
along an important professional insight. He
said, “The music and worship department is the
church’s war department.” The past thirty years
has shown me the wisdom of Paul’s remark, and
| find it strangely comforting. Ours is not the
first generation to wrestle with the practice of
worship. Issues revolving around worship have
been with the church for a very long time. When
it comes to how we worship God, feelings run
deep, as well they should because worshipping
God touches the deepest, most intimate part of
our being. Thirty years in ministry has taught
me that change doesn’t happen overnight,
although | wish it would. Whether the subject is
worship or another aspect of church life, change
has a much better chance of coming to fruition
when everyone’s input is sought and all voices
are heard. Change has a learning curve, and the
odds for success increase dramatically when
time is taken to educate people about why
change is necessaryand desirable.

My class will be called, Building Vital
and Faithful Worship . | will share common
characteristics of churches with energetic and
spiritually transforming worship. Here are a few
things that vital, faithful congregations do well:

« They make room for the experience of
mystery

« They make planned and concerted efforts to
show hospitality to the stranger

« They make visible the sense of drama
inherent in Christian worship

« They emphasize congregational music that
is excellent and eclectic in style

December - 2--9

Page 2

» They maintain a stable order of service with
elements the congregation knows by heart

» They move to a joyous festival experience
toward the end of the worship service

e They have strong, charismatic pastors as
worship leaders (before you start looking for
one please give me a chance!).

M aking intentional choices about
worship is not an “either-or” proposition. The
choice is not between traditional and
contemporary styles, nor is it about finding a
middle ground between the two that no one
finds satisfactory. Meaningful worship affirms
the great traditions of music and prayer centered
in the Gospel. It draws young and old by
remaining true to its heritage and being open to
the inspiration of new music and worship
practices. Perhaps the most important
emphasize in worship is the very thing
Lincolnshire is dedicated to practicing. Steve
Clapp puts the emphasis where it should be in
one of his many books on hospitality. He writes:

L ooking at worship through the lens of
hospitality, we become concerned about what those
who are older than we are experience in the service
of worship. We become concerned about what those
who are younger than we are experience in the
service of worship. We become concerned about what
visitors to the congregation experience in the service
of worship. We become concerned about what appeal
the service has for unchurched persons.

The class will meet in the overflow area
at the back of the sanctuary. | am hoping for
strong attendance and an enthusiastic sharing of
insights. If you are not a regular participant in
church school, | urge you to join us. In the
weeks leading to the class, spend time reflecting
on the question, “Can revitalized worship
happen at Lincolnshire? Can we create a
hospitable climate that gives space for divergent
ideas to be expressed? Can we worship in ways
that remain faithful to our heritage and are
relevant to the needs of younger generations?

There was a cartoon showing an epitaph
on a pastor’s tombstone. It read: “He tried to
change the order of worship.” Sadder by far
would be an epitaph that said, “This person saw
a vision of what vibrant and effective worship
could be but decided to do nothing about it.”

Expectantly,
Pastor David
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Dear friends at Lincolnshire,

It's hard to find the words to tell you how blessed | am
to belong to this church. The cards, notes and phone calls | received
after my surgery from all of you made it a joy to have the mailman
come everyday. The cards, etc., meant so much as they lifted my
spirits and put a smile on my face, which Tom was happy to see!

| still have all the cards, etc. and on the days | am down, | read
those notes and know someone really cares and is praying for me.

Thank you from the bottom of my heart!

God’s Blessings,
Betty Dawson

(Betty’s beautiful card that was sent to
the church can be seen on the bulletin board.)

From the library shelves

Several holiday books grace the shelves in the church
library. Lots of fiction, non-fiction and children’s
favorites are there for your reading pleasure. As you
browse through these delights of past seasons, check alsg
for these newest additions.

The Candy-Maker’s Giftoy David & Helen Haidle tells
the “inspirational legend of the candy cane, noting the
meaning of its shape & color.

The Christmas Caroby Charles Dickens includes notes
& a study guide. This is a newly published paperback
this year for use as a study for individuals and/or
groups.

Celebrate the Newborn Jesusy Paul Stroble for Advent
2009 follows lectionary readings for the season.
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Zachary Strole
Richard Strole

Joe Henderson

Eli Tripp

Mary Carol Stidd
Karen Ochwat
Carrie Drudge
Mildred Dietzel
Harold Goodmiller
Katelyn Kolb
Lowell Shearer
DeWayne Fairchild
Sue Bibbee
Alberta Matthews
John Bibbee
Harlan Dietzel
Megan Henderson Beaver
Casey Drudge
Max Egley

December Anniversarie
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Total 447 v N
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Plan to join us for the
celebration of Christ’s birth at
our Christmas Eve service on
December 24" at 7:00 P.M. The
worship will feature a variety of
Christmas songs, the choir, a
message from Pastor David,
communion and a candle
lighting service. A special
offering will be taken to assist
families in need both in our

church family and in the
community. Christmas is a time
of receptivity for those who are
not part of the church. You are
urged to invite friends,
neighbors and co-workers to
Lincolnshire for this special
worship service as we express
the joy that is ours because God
visited us in the birth of Jesus.

Was that Jesus at the
local auto parts store?
Or in line at Starbucks?

Kansas City, Kan., residents probably were doing

double takes during the Christmas season last year thanks
to Praise Chapel Christian Fellowship Pastor Lohrke’s idea
to keep the focus on Christ at Christmas. Lohrke

encouraged church attendees to dress like Jesus as they went
to various public places. Associate Pastor Jose Vargas says
about 350 people from the 500-attendee church dressed up
like Jesus for an entire week as they went to work and
elsewhere. The church plans to encourage attendees to do
the same thing this year. — Outreach, Nov/Dec. 2009

A Marketplace of alternative gifts......

The Compassion
Mission Group will host
their annual

Alternative Gift

Market on the Sundays
of Advent. There will be
items from New
Community Project and
gift catalogs from Heifer
Project and Habitat for
Humanity. Donations to
Baby'’s Closet, CIiff
Kindy (Christian Peacemaker’s Team), Lincolnshire’s
Social Action Fund or Blue Jean Diner can also be made in
honor of that “hard to buy for person” on your list. You
can write one check directly to Lincolnshire and receive gift
cards for the number of individuals you are gifting. Look
for a table in the fellowship hall during coffee time and
following church.
— Heather Grady
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Dust off the choir robes?

Did you know that 32.5 million adults regularly
sing in choirs and ensembles today? That's up
from 23.5 million in 2003. Also, chorus members
are civic organization leaders 3 times more often
than non-singers.

— Leadership Journal, Fall 2009

“Joy to the World: The Birth of Jesus”

This year’s Christmas Pageant, Joy to the World,
The Birth of Jesus™will be performed by
Lincolnshire’s youth on December 28 at 9:30 a.m.
Following the performance, refreshments will be
served in the Fellowship Hall. Also, please make
note that there will be no Sunday school classes on
that morning. This is always a special, fun-filled
time for families and friends to celebrate Christmas.
So come and join us on the 20
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Adult classes f@ December
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Lincolnshire Youth are still selling and
taking orders for the Jesusplaques to
help finance their NYC trip this
summer. The plaques are $5 and are

on sale at the back of the sanctuary
each Sunday

Koinonia Class

«Moments That Take Your Breath
Away” by James Moore. Study focuses
on moments that cause us to pause,
worship and learn. Arielle Wolf and

Carolyn Egolf lead.

SpecialDates

-Seekers Class _
TVW\EE We W ait: Living the Questions
of Advent” focuses on the questions of
biblical figures and contemporary Decomba, y of Adve
Christians alike that are a legitimate Fourth Sundas? s
part of Advent's spiritual exploration. December 2 of Advent
Heather Grady leads. First Day of 2
December 21, 20p)
Classes do not meet December 20 so Christmas Ea
all may attend the Christmas Pageant December 0

at9:30 a.m. Christmas Day,
December 25 gog

New Year's Eve/w, -
at
December 31 200 ch Night,

Second Sunda
y of Ad
Decenber 6 2009

Third Sunday of Advent

A

Pantry Needs

Spagtetti
Spaghetti Sauce
Macaroni & Cheese
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Notes of Church Board Minutes ... Thursday, November 5, 2009

Budget Review and Approval
The budget was reviewed and approved for presentation to the congregation on November 15 for their approval.

Resolution Related to Parsonage Housing Allowance
“It is hereby resolved that the total compensation paid to Reverend David Bibbee for the period beginning September 13,

2009, and ending December 31, 2010, shall include a payment of $16,000. Annually, payable at $1,333.34 a month, that is
designated as a rental or housing allowance within the meaning of that term as used in Section 107 of Internal Revenue
Code of 1968.” The motion was voted on and passed. This action does not change the compensation package that was
approved by the board and the congregation.

Church Programs and Activities Report
Blue Jean Diner BJD numbers are up. In September there were 13 to 16 children on Mondays & 30 to 38 on

Wednesdays. They are feeding an average of 25 children a night. Burmese & Hispanic children have returned. BJD could
use more volunteers on Mondays.

Christmas Planning -Rachel Hause & Hanna Howard have written the Christmas Pageant, supervised by Linda Fultz &
Judy Steckley. The Pageant will be presented on December 20 during Sunday school.

Third World Gift Mart  will be available during Lenten Sundays.

Fundraising for NYC -Lincolnshire youth are anticipating National Youth Conference held July 16 to 23, 2010, at
Colorado State University. Registration for NYC is $425 per person, & will be paid in January from allocated church
budget funds. Our youth are selling Jesus plaques, and will schedule other fund-raising events to pay for transportation &
hotel accommodations. To help save money, the use of personal vehicles is being considered as an alternative to bus
transportation that would cost $275. Lowell Shearer & Karen McEldowney will be serving as advisors, possibly Rebecca
Shearer as well.

Winter Electives -There will be one winter class, taught by Pastor Bibbee on the subject of worship. He is encouraging all
Lincolnshire members and friends to attend these sessions.

Commission and Committee Reports

Ministry & Education - The commission plans to form a task force to work on Adult Sunday School issues.

David Ratcliff will be here on January 31 for Sunday Morning Worship. He will share information on Burma.
Stewardship-The Fishing for Funds is completed with donations of $3,500. Telephone Service: Verizon has been
contacted but they have not responded. If there is no response by November 20 we will proceed with the Comcast offer.

Calling and Discernment- Conference delegates have been called and are to be affirmed at the Congregational Meeting
November 15, 2009.Annual Conference Delegate: Stan Gorom - 2010

Annual Conference Alternate: Joe Henderson - 2010

District Conference Delegate: Tom Dawson - 2010

District Conference Delegate: Heather Grady - 2010 (2nd year of term)

District Conference Alternate: Jan Williams — 2010

Pastoral Comments and Concerns, Pastor Bibbee

Hospital visitation has been challenging due to limited access to patients.

Cottage Meetings were very informative. Refer to the Pastor’'s annual report.

Communication: He asked that we investigate software for a Phone Tree.

Herb Tripp will help establish connection between the two office computers.

The phone system instruction booklet has been found. This information should help resolve
some of the problems the office has been experiencing. The answering machine and web site
need to be updated ASAP.

Pastor Bibbee closed the meeting with prayer.
Minutes prepared and submitted by Jan Williams
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Lincolnshire Church of the Brethren

6404 South Calhoun Street NOLFROFT
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46807 Us PoSTGE
FORT WAYNE, INDIAY
PERMIT 973

Return service Requested

Pastor David and Sue will host a
Christmas open house at the parsonage on
Sunday, December 13" from 2: 00 till 5:00
P.M. You are invited to drop by for
refreshments and fellowship, and if you
like, a tour of the newly decorated
parsonage. For guests who are into angling,
Pastor David will offer a guided tour of his
fishing tackle and accessories. There is no
need to call ahead, just drop in and stay as
long as you like!



