reNotes

For the Family and Friends of Lincolnshire Church of the Brethr
Continuing the work of Jesus Peacefully Simply Tog er

For, after all, put it as we may to ourselves, we are all of us from birth to
death guests at a table, which we did not spread. The sun, the earth, love,
friends, our very breath are parts of the banquet. Shall we think of the

day as a chance to come nearer to our Host, and to find out something of
him who has fed us so long?

Novemberis the month of Thanksgiving, but it often also includes the
beginning of a new church year. This year, November 29 is the first Sunday
in Advent. The season of Advent is about Jesus, the Word, “coming.” It's
about anticipating and preparing for Christ’s arrival.

God comes to us in many and various ways. He speaks to us through the Lﬁﬁé&ﬂ%
prophets and saints. He comes and speaks to us when we are listening. He ﬁWﬂ/fﬂ/ «
comes in the beauty and mysteries of nature. Most of all, God comes in the ./4 ﬂ/Vfﬂ

person of Christ, speaking to his listeners face to face.

Pastor Edmund Steimle put it this way: “The Christian story is a story
of God coming into the middle of life, our lives, opening the dialogue with
us.”

That's what Advent is really all about: God visiting the earth in person
to speak with anyone and everyone who is ready to do so.

The Church Directory is being updated

It's time to update the church directory and beginning November 1,
forms will be included in the Sunday bulletin on which you can
indicate any changes in your address, email address, family changes,
etc. The cut-off for changes is November 22 and we hope to have
the finished product in your hands on or before December

Please consider which size directory that you prefer; the larger

one that we had this year or the smaller one that was used in the
past. If you have any questions, contact Evelyn Bickel, Sara
Loutsenhizer, or Jan Williams.
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November Birthdays

Karen Egley
Alexis Higgins
Dawn Strole
Joey Stanford
Ruth Strole
Marlene Bell
Larry Egolf
Gladys Squires
Judy Harts

Roy Gilmer
Barb Peters
Beth Hoekman
Mike Wilson
Carolyn Gorom
Bob Kaylor
Alexander Ryder
Shannon Kiess
John Kolb

Dan Bradtmiller
Eric Kiess

November Anniversaries

Steve & Sara Sprunger Clapp

David & Dawn Strole
David & Sue Bibbee
Dan & Pat Burgette

Gerald & Jane Baker

Matthew & Denise Schwaberow

New

Addresses

Email address change:
Tom & Betty Dawson

Marge Crill Scott
C/O Village Oaks
Room 37

Thomasdawson5@comcast.net 4730 E. State Blvd.

Norman Sills
524 Huffman
515-5312

Fort Wayne, IN 46805

Bailey Vorndran

Manchester College
46808 Box 138

N. Manchester 46962

Special Dates

All Saints Day, November 1, 2009
Day-light Savings Time ends, November 1
Veterans Day, November 11
Thanksgiving Day, November 26
National Bible Week, November 22-29
First Sunday of Advent, November 29

September Attendance
Sept. 6 101
Sept. 13 137
Sept. 20 119
Sept. 27 _109
Total 466

Average 117
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“Were there no God, we would be in this
glorious world with grateful hearts; and no
one to thank.”

- Christina Rossetti
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Our fall stewardship campaign
has included eight cottage meetings for
members and friends of the
congregation. Our new pastor, David
Bibbee, has given leadership to all eight
meetings, inviting people to share their
histories as part of Lincolnshire and
their hopes for the future of our

church. David has emphasized that our
giving should be a joyful response to
God, whose generosity is the source of
all that we have.

Meetings werenosted by:
Steve and Sara Clapp; Dick and
Ruth Strole; Jan and Jerry
Wood; Jean Wolf; Joe and Judi
Henderson; Rick Ritter; Dave and
Evelyn Bickel; and Howard and
Jan Williams. Commitment
cards were distributed at the cot
tage meetings for presentation on
Commitment Sunday, October 25.

Camp Mack Festival - 2009

For the past several years Lincolnshire Church has participated in the Camp Mack Festival.
Aletha and Paul Sills coordinated and brought to Camp Mack a delicious Beef Stew. Many
thanks to the people who participated in the preparation and the sale at the festival. Our

efforts brought in $440.

November - 2009
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NATIONAL YOUTH CONFERENCE
JULY 17-22
COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY
FORT COLLINS, COLORADO

Theme: “More Than Meets The Eye”

Based on Il Corinthians 4:6-10, 16-18
“Though we struggle, we are able to do more than
we ever expected, because the living God moves in
us and does great works through us.” Because of
the light of God in each of us, we are “More than
meets the Eye.”

The COB youth will likely be able to attend
NYC only once in their lifetimes, and it can be a
very enriching and life-changing experience. We
hope you will support their fund-raising events.

Our youth will likely be traveling by bus with
other youth and their advisors, leaving on July 16
and returning on July 23. They will stay overnight
in Omaha, Neb. en route.

News from the District Office

District Conference Wrap-Up

The 150" Northern Indiana District Conference was held
Sept. 18-19 at Camp Mack using the Annual Conference banner
and theme: “The Old Has Gone, The New Has Come. All this is
from God.”

150 delegates were in attendance with 220 present for
worship on Friday evening that was led by Moderator-elect
Mary Haupert and members of the Agape congregation. The
offering of $2,182 was directed to the Ministerial Scholarship
Fund.

Friday evening Insight Sessions included NYC 2010
Briefing led by Rich Troyer, Christian Peacemaking in Hard
Times and Pension Issues led by Nevin Dulabaum.

Annual Conference information now available.
The Annual Conference, held in Pittsburgh, PA on July
3-7 reflects the theme of “Taking Jesus Seriously” from John
14:15,“If you love me, you will obey what | command.(NIV) Go
to www.cobannualconference.org/pittsburg/theme/htmto find
the full statement and comments by Moderator Shawn Flory
Replogle.

The following persons have accepted calls to represent
Lincolnshire at Annual and District Conferences in 2010. You
will be asked to affirm them at the Congregational Meeting on
Sunday, November 18!,

Annual Conference Delegate:
Stan Gorom 2010

Alternate:
Joe Henderson 2010

District Conference Delegate:

Tom Dawson 2010 & 2011
Heather Grady 2010 (é‘d year of term)
Alternate:

Jan Williams 2010

“ The Bible is the only Book whose
Author is always present when one reads it.”

also produce numerous specialty Bibles that are also avalil
able. Among those on the shelves are Life Recovery Bible,
Serendipity Student and Leader Bibles, Encouragement
Bible and Chicken Soup for the Soul Bible.

National Bible Week is celebrated each year in Novem
ber during the week of Thanksgiving. Sunday, November
239 launches that week with “ National Bible Sunday”
and the non-partisan sponsoring organization, The Na
tional Bible Association, has as its purpose “to encourage
everyone to read the Bible.” Several study helps are also available. These are excel
lent for companion readings for your Bible study. For
children there are My First Bible, Let's Chat About the
Bible, Read to Me Bible Stories and Children’s Bible in
365 stories.

Lincolnshire’s Library has a collection of over 20 dif
ferent Bibles featuring several versions, including King
James, New Living Testaments, New International Ver
sions and the New Revised Standard. Religious publishers
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Canned meats
Meat sauce
Stews

Holiday canneg goods

Sweet Ppotatoes
Cranberries
Creamed corn
Green beans
Onion rings
Mushroom soup
Stuffing mix
Marshmallows
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This cross is a symbol of humility and suffering. It first came
into use during the Middle Ages. According to tradition, St.
Andrew was crucified while preaching in Greece. He felt
unworthy to be crucified in the same way as Jesus, so he
begged that his cross be made differently. St. Andrew’s
cross is the national cross of Scotland. It's also called Cross

A great flame of gratitude

James S. Stewart (1896-1990) was one of the last century’s most brilliant biblical scholars and preachers. In fact,
Preaching Magazine ranked him as the best preacher of the 20th century. He taught at the University of Edinburgh
in Scotland and wrote many books. A hint of his insightfulness is found in the words he wrote about the book of
Psalms: “All the way through the book of Psalms you feel that you are walking on a smoldering volcano of praise,
liable to burst out at any moment into a great flame of gratitude to God.”

The discipline of gratitude

The discipline of gratitude Gratitude ... goes
beyond the “mine” and “thine” and claims
the truth that all of life is a pure gift. In the
past | always thought of gratitude as a
spontaneous response to the awareness of
gifts received, but now I realize that
gratitude can also be lived as a discipline.
The discipline of gratitude is the explicit
effort to acknowledge that all | am and
have is given to me as a gift of love, a gift
to be celebrated with joy.

—Henri J.M. Nouwen

God of the humdrum

If God is not in your typewriter as well as your
hymnbook, there is something wrong with your re
ligion.

If God does not enter your kitchen, there is some
thing wrong with your kitchen.

If you can’t take God into your recreation, there is
something wrong with your play.

If God for you does not smile, there is something
wrong with your idea of God.

We all believe in the God of the heroic. What we
need most these days is the God of the humdrum
— the commonplace, the everyday.

—Peter Marshall

CareNotes

Returning thanks

“Life-saving” was a popular extracurricular activity at
Northwestern University during the second half of the 19th cen
tury. During four decades, students saved more than 400 people
from drowning in Lake Michigan.

During a nighttime storm on September 8, 1860, Lady Elgin, a
steamboat carrying 393 passengers, was hit by a lumber schoo-
ner. The steamboat sank, and 287 people drowned. Northwest-
ern sophomore Edward Spencer swam out to offer aid and
ended up rescuing 17 people.

Apparently, the ordeal was so stressful that Spencer became-de
lirious and was confined to a wheelchair for life. When he

turned 80, Spencer was asked to share his most vivid memory of
that tragic day. “Not one of the 17 returned to thank me,” he re
plied.

This is reminiscent of Jesus’ miracle in Luke 17:11-19. Only one
of 10 healed lepers returned to thank Jesus for restoring his
physical health.

God made a tremendous sacrifice to rescue us. We can return
thanks to him each day through our love and grateful obedi
ence.
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Return Service Requested

Mark your calendars
Annual Congregational Meeting on Noveniber 5

This meeting is an especially important one, as it includes the busi
ness and activities in which our commissions and committees have been
involved over the past year, the presentation and approval of the budget
for 2010, the appointment of trustees, and the affirmation of Conference
delegates. You are urged to attend this meeting. The agenda appears
below.

id Bibbee - C . ;
Approval of Minutes of 2008 Congregational Meeting
Acceptance of Commission and Committee Reports
Approval of the 2010 Budget

Appointment of Trustees of the Corporation: Board Chair,
Clerk, and Treasurer

Affirmation of Conference Delegates
Additional Business

Closing Prayer

Carol Bowman coordinator of
stewardship formation and
education for the Church of the
Brethren, called this week to
express deep appreciation from the
wider church for our September
gifts to the Core Ministries of the
Church.

She says, “Staff and board of the
Church of the Brethren are well
aware of these difficult economic
times, and so want to express
gratefulness for your participation
in the work we do together. We
share in mission that reaches far
and wide, both nationally and
globally. Thank you for your
faithful support! May God
continue to bless you as a commu
nity of loving and sharing people.”




