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The Pastor’'s Ponderings

The difference in mood between Advent and
Lent could not be more stark. | look forward to
Advent, but | am hesitant about Lent, and for
good reason. Advent is about anticipation that
leads to new life. Lent is about the journey we
do not want Jesus to take because it will lead to
his death. | would rather sing, “ Away In a
Manger” than “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”any
day. Lent makes me hesitant because the
decision to follow Jesus forces me think about
things | don’t want to consider. It forces me to
see what | would rather not see. It will lead me
to people and places where, if | had my druth -
ers, | would just as soon not go.

Traditionally, the season of Lent is devoted
to reflection and soul searching. Lent is “time
out for time in,” slowing down, taking an
honest inward look at ourselves, and facing the
truth that we are numbered among the sheep
that have gone astray. Lent is always about
repentance and choosing Jesus’ way over our
own. Many people express this through the
discipline of “giving up” something for Lent.
This year, our Sunday worship at Lincolnshire
will focus on scriptures that deal with calling
back believers who, for whatever reason, have
fallen away.

The theme for the Sundays of Lent will be,
Holding On and Letting Go . This life-long
practice is mentioned in the book of
Ecclesiastes list of, “There is a time for every
matter under heaven... “a right time to hold
on, and another to let go (3:6).” The author,
Keith Miller uses the analogy of the trapeze to
describe what Christians are called to do. You
stand high above the circus floor on a little
platform as the trapeze swings back and forth.
You are anxious, but as it swings back to you,
you grasp it and hold on tight, while below the
circus organ plays, “ The Daring Young Man on
the Flying Trapeze.” As you swing back and
forth you are more comfortable and confident.
But just as you have it mastered, “WHOOQOSH!”
— God throws another trapeze in your face
and says, “Grab it!”

Kenny Rodgers sang, “You've got to know
when to hold em’, know when to fold em.”

This is the challenge of living the Christian life. We
must hold on to what is most important, and let go
of whatever gets in the way of growth. We hold on
to Jesus’ self-giving on the cross and let go of our
preoccupation with our own well being. We hold on
to our pride and self-justifications, but our calling is
to apologize and forgive. We hold on to what
nurtures the good life, and let go of what keeps us
stuck— be it our possessions, priorities, or unre-
solved issues from our past. The church often clings
to traditions that served a valuable purpose in times
past, but no longer have life in them. New chal -
lenges require an adventuresome spirit and the
willingness to take risks while holding fast to the
essentials of faith. There are even times when we
must let go of what is good in order to embrace a
“higher” good.

We are designing worship and study experiences
during Lent that will help focus our worship theme.
The Lenten season will begin with an Ash
Wednesday service on February 17 at 6:30 P.M. in
the sanctuary. If you have not experienced Ash
Wednesday worship, | urge you to attend.
Scriptures and reflection questions will be posted in
the Refrigerator News to aid your preparation for
worship. On Sunday evenings at the church there
will be a study of Henri Nouwen'’s book, The Return
of the Prodigal Son. Carolyn Egolf, Steve Clapp,
and yours truly will lead the study, and each session
will be preceded by a light supper. Details about
this study will be coming soon.

In the Church of the Brethren we cannot consider
Lent without thinking about Holy Week, especially
Maundy Thursday when we gather to follow Jesus’
example of washing feet, sharing the Agape meal,
and communion.

While it may not sound quite right to say | look
forward to worshiping with you during Lent, | am
confident that our times of prayer, worship, and
study will draw us closer to Jesus, to each other, and
the purposes for which the church exists. | strongly
encourage you to take advantage of the growth op-
portunities the church is providing.

Holding on and letting go,
Pastor David

Page 2



Silence is trust at work.

“The purest faith has to be
tested by silence in which we
listen for the unexpected, in
which we are open to what
we do not yet know, and in
which we slowly and gradu
ally prepare for the day when
we will reach out to a new
level of being with God.”
-Thomas Merton

The Lenten Study looks at the “Prodigal Son.”

We will be hosting a study series during Lent beginning
February 21 and running through April 04. The focus of the se
ries is the book‘Return of the Prodigal Son"by Henri Nouwen.
The book describes a spiritual journey taken by Henri Nouwen
that began when he viewed a reproduction of Rembrandt’s
painting of the same name. Nouwen explores the Gospel story
by examining the themes and personalities of the parable. Using
the painting as inspiration, Nouwen digs deeply into the parable
and into his own life to learn more about having a stronger  re
lationship with God and others. We will gather together for a
light meal at 5:30 and meet at 6:30 for the study. This will be an
excellent opportunity for inviting family and friends to join with
you during this most holy time in the life of the church.

Spring Classes will offer a great variety of learning.

Beginning March 7, all adults are invited to join a spring
Sunday school elective class. Three classes will be available:
“Hymns and Songs of the Bible,” “Understanding the Book of
Revelation”and “Breaking Free: Making Liberty in Christ a Re
ality in Life” by Beth Moore. Specifics about class teachers and
location will be sent in a letter early in February. All adults are
invited to participate in the class of their choosing.
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The Youth Group and their teach
ers/advisors would like to thank the
talented Lincolnshire member who
graciously donated a great deal of
time, effort, and expense in creating
the Jesus Plaques, and the
Lincolnshire family who generously
supported the Christmas gift sale of
those plaques or made donations to
help pay for travel expenses to
National Youth Conference. It was a
very successful fundraiser. These
plagues continue to be available in the
church office.

Attendance For
November and December

November 01 107
November 08 99
November 15 112
November 22 110
November 29 120
Total 548

Average 110
December 06 116
December 13 114
December 20 119
December 27 _ 79
Total 428

Average 107

Average Attendance for
the year 2009: 109



3 Jason Strole
4 Debbie Wolf Rupel
5 Avon Scott
5 Roland Young
6 Cris Drudge
8 Lane Burgette
8 Zoe Vorndran
9 Sharri Creed
10 Rachel Bell
10 Nathaniel Creed
10 Sara Clapp
13 Marge Crill Scott
14 Leonie Batalona
15 Rebecca Tholen
4 4
c%mwsuausi
8 Casey & Marilyn Drudge
23 Denzel & Darlene Taylor

Food Pantry Needs

Soup
Crackers
Jello
Pudding
Cookie & cake mixes
Frosting
Boxed desert mixes

PLEASE REMEMBER THESE NEEDS ON
YOUR NEXT VISIT TO THE GROCERY STORE

16 Ethan Drudge

16 Rebecca Shearer
17 Spencer Drudge

18 Rebekah Kiess

20 Karen McEldowney
21 Liam Smithson

21 Brent Smith

21 Andrew Talamantez
22 Tammy Boothby

23 Denise Schwaberow
26 David Bickel

26 Jack Steckly

29 Tracy Strole

Valentines to give to your children

- Acceptance — Teach them that you love them for who
and what they are. Give this gift with a kiss.

- Self-confidence — Help them understand that they
can trust themselves. Give this gift with a hug.

- Life without needless fears — Don't let your kids see
you as a worrier. Give this gift with laughter.

- Appreciation — Help them acquire a spark of
gratitude and enjoy all of life. Give this gift as they go out
the door.

- Faith — Introduce your children to God, the best
friend they’ll ever have. Give this gift by taking them to
church every Sunday.
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Church of the Brethren begins responding to Haiti earthquake disaster.

The catastrophic devastation to Port-au-Prince, the
capital of Haiti, from last night's earthquake has left
millions homeless, thousands injured, and untold numbers
have died," reports Roy Winter, executive director of
Brethren Disaster Ministries. “The Church of the
Brethren has three congregations in the heavily impacted
areas. Thus, we anticipate many Church of the Brethren
families have lost homes, friends, and possibly loved
ones.”

Brethren Disaster Ministries will be working with
Global Mission Partnerships and the Haitian Brethren
congregations on a long-term response to this earthquake,
Winter reported. “In the coming days we will combine
our efforts with other organizations to provide emergency
relief. We anticipate humanitarian needs in the heavily
impacted areas and along the border of the Dominican
Republic as Haitians try to seek assistance in their
neighboring country. Of great concern is that civil unrest
and violence may once again erupt as people become-des

perate for water, food, and shelter,” he said.

help contribute to the effort in Haiti through a special

Please give to Church of the Brethren Haiti

Relief,” Winter said.

i i ffort i

Congregations and church members will be invited to

donations page atttp://www.brethren.org/. “Your

support of this response is desperately needed.

A special website is being developed for
‘Prayers for Haiti.” Plan to visit this site and
write prayers to be shared with Brethren in
Haiti.

Did you miss
the Christmas
Eve service or
the Children’s
Christmas
Pageant? Or
perhaps you
would just like
to experience
it again. If so,
Larry Egolf,
our
audio-visual specialist, Kevin Creed and Howard Pletchdr,
videographers, have captured the magic of these two 1
services on DVD. Please contact Larry if you would like t
have a copy. Thanks Larry, to you and your team, not onjy
for making these available but also for recording Sunday
worship services and special events that are shared on odr
website.

Dear Friends,

Thank you and the entire congregation for your
recent gift to Campus Ministryat IPFW and
Indiana Tech. The partnership we have enjoyed
ever since | began as Campus Ministry Director

Our fall semester of ministry has begun very
fruitfully. We had over 150 students attend our
very first large group meeting at IPFW. We are
recruiting now for small groups, a retreat, our
Leadership Academy and our mission trips.
Please pray that the Lord will draw the students

God Bless You,
Ben Gates

13 years ago has been a huge encouragement to

to each of these activities that He wants involved.

Address Change
Effective mid-February, Emery Kintner’'s address is:

203 Willow Way
North Manchester, IN 46962

February
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We will publish Emery’s new phone number at a later

date.

Best wishes to Emery as he transitions to life at
Timbercrest!

CareNotes



Several events are taking place at Camp Mack during
these winter months. You can read news on line at
www.campmack.orgfor all the latest as well as
information and registration forms for camps & other
events.

Applications are being accepted now for summer staff.
You must be 18 years of age or older with a heart for
Camp Mack ministry. Visit the website or call camp for
an application.

Summer Camp Registration Discount Date
is MARCH 20!

Save $20 by registering by 3/20/10.

From Calling and
Discernment Committee

As a result of congregational
action taken in the December 2005
meeting, the process of calling
someone to the Calling and
Discernment Committee has the
following steps.

1) During the first week of February,

a letter will be mailed to each
household asking for three names of
members who are believed to have the
gifts to serve on this committee. This
same letter will be placed in the

Sunday bulletin.

|
Books! 2) On Sunday, February 21, the
letters will be collected and dedicated

with prayer during worship.

Books
165 Books! That's the
number of books added
to the church library in
2009! And our sincere
thanks for donations,
budget monies, and me
morial funds making
that possible. Books
added include fiction by
favorite authors Beverly

Books 3) The letters will then be forwarded
to the Calling & Discernment

Committee.

4) By March 17, Calling &
Discernment Committee will present
the candidate recommendations to the
Church Board. The following

Lewis Wanda 8 .
Kingsbury.

newsletter.

A wide variety of children’s books, as well as resource
books such a “Faith & Doubt” by John Ortbergand “Psalms”
by John Stottwere added along with the “Practice of the
Presence of God” byBrother Lawrenceand newer inspiration
volumes, including “Treasury of American Prayer” and
“Words That Inspired Dreams.”

5 A congre%ational meeting will be
held April 18™" after worship to affirm
the person called to Calling and
Discernment and the alternate as well
as persons called to serve on the
Church Board.

William Styronwrites, “A good book should leave you

slightly exhausted in the end. You live several lives while
reading it.” If your resolutions for 2010 include reading, check
the church library for possibilities. 1ts’ YOUR library!

Special Dates in February, 2010

Boy Scout Sunday,
February 7

Presidents’ Day,
February 15

Taste of Chocolate,
February 13

Ash Wednesday,

February 17 The cut-off date for the March issue

of CareNotes is February 16'.

) ) February is a short month with only

First Sunday in Lent, 28 days so material(s) must be in by
February 21 the 1g’h in order to published.

Thanks!

Valentine’s Day,
February 14

Second Sunday in LentFebruary 28 -Sara L.
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Here is a new feature of CareNotes.

We constructed a word - search puzzle for our faithful readers.

This month we have constructed the puzzle using the first names of people whose

birthdays are in February. Check out the list below.
So, good luck and happy puzzle solving.

CMXNASBMJIKN-ZL-M
NNXNQCLHZDOAGNAa
ROSWCPHASNKROIaS E
TNVTEIJSARRALELES E
NROCABFJIXVRELENIEa U
JOQOGKEKIPMOITOHEa é
LRFERANCNHVRARS A Y
WEOSCNCITIXWK:IHEs N
TZI1IKRHEIPWEMLOE=a @I
AAOCNDAVIDBARASC G E
MZCRANDREWRPK O®R P
MXOSHHBRESITNED:.a g
YLKNQYTI-'P'-'J'-'EJ-'O-'NI\/IﬁT Z
XGZBEULASKZTQHG ¢
D-T-11SGMKNICX-GOCOGa

ANDREW JACK MARGE SARA AVON JASON NATHANIEL SHARRI

DAVID KAREN REBECCA TAMMY DEBBIE LEONIE REBEKAH

ZOE DENISE LIAM ROLAND
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Return Service Requested

Winter Weather has arrived!

Here are two things you may want to know about snow, ice and
Sunday worship services.

1) We don't often call off church because there are at least
some people who can come. If the weatherssvere enough to
cancel church, this information will go out to the TV stations,
especially Channel 15 and through the prayer chains. If you are
in doubt, it is fine to call the home of a staff member, the
moderator or the board chair to ask.

2) Every effort is made to keep the church parking lot and
sidewalks as clear as possible. If you feel uncertain about walking
on the lot or the sidewalk, call ahead and we will try to have
volunteers to escort you into church. Also, using our funds wisely
means that there must be at least 2” of snow on the parking lot
before it is plowed.

When the snow is falling and the cold winds are blowing and boots, hats and gloves are the
required attire of the day, try to remember that March 20% is the first day of spring!



